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I. A communication control apparatus for 
controlling multipoint communication performed using a 
plurality of communication apparatuses connected via a 
3 communication line, comprising: 

a control means for controlling communication 
sd^as to transmit signals received from said plurality of 
communication apparatuses and a signal for providing 
predetemined advertising information to said plurality 
10 of communication apparatuses, 

2* A communication control apparatus as set forth 
in claim l t wherein said control means controls 
communication so that said communication apparatuses 
display images in accordance with the signals received 
15 from said plurality of communication apparatuses and an 
image in accordance with the signal f or providing said 
predetermined advertising information on one screen.* 

3, A c ommti n i ca t ion control apparatus as set forth 
in claim 1, wherein said control means determines the 
20 type of advertising information to be provided in 

accordance with an instruction from a communication 
apparatus and controls communication so as to transmit a 
signal for providing the determined type of said 
advertising information to said communication 
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4, a communication control apparatus as set forth 
in claim 3, wherein said control means assigns a 
predetermined selection right to a coiantunieation 
apparatus and allows said communication apparatus 

5 assigned the selection right to give said instruction. 

5 + A cojnmunicafcion control apparatus as set forth 
in claim 4, wherein said control means changes said 
communication apparatus assigned said selection right in 
accordance with a request front a communication apparatus, 

10 6 * A communication control apparatus as set forth 

in claim 4, wherein said control means transmits a signal 
for a display for specifying said communication apparatus 
assigned said selection right to said plurality of 
coaammication apparatuses, 

15 7 + a communication control apparatus as set forth 

in claim 1, wherein said control moans determines whether 
or not to transmit a signal for providing said 
advertising information in accordance with an instruction 
from a communication apparatus - 

2 0 8. & cQHaauni cation control apparatus as set forth 

in claim 1, wherein said signals received from the 
coioamunication apparatuses are signals for displaying 
faces of users of the communication apparatuses. 



Application/Control Number: 09/862,963 Pa 9 e 6 

Apt Unit: *** 

9- A communication control apparatus as set forth 
) in claim 8, wherein said control means controls 



communication so that a coiamunication apparatus displays 
a second image in accordance with said predetermined 
advertising information larger compared with first images 
in accordance with signals received from said plurality 
5 of communication apparatuses. 

10. A cownranication control apparatus as set forth 
in claim whore in said control means controls 
communication so that said second image is displayed 
below said first images in a display screen of said 
0 communication apparatus. 

i I . (Amended) A co^tmmieatism control apparatus as set forth in claim I further comprising 
a charging means for determining fees to be charged to users of said communication apparatuses 



for \m of said mustipoint communi cation m accordance with provision of said advertising 
iiiSbrmalbn. 
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12. A communication control apparatus as set forth 
in claim 1, wherein said control mea*xs controls 
communication 'so as to transmit sound signals received 
from said plurality of communication apparatuses to said 

20 ^plurality of communication apparatuses. 

13* A communication control apparatus for 
controlling multipoint communication performed using a 
plurality of communication apparatuses connected via 
cor^unication lines, comprising 

25 a control means for controlling communication 
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50 as to transmit signals received from said plurality of 
communication apparatuses and a content signal specified 
by a con&fiunication apparatus to said plurality of 
coDasmnication apparatuses, 
5 14, A communication control apparatus as set forth 

its claim 13, wherein said control means controls 
communication so that said consaunication apparatuses 
display images in accordance with the signals received 
from said plurality of communication apparatuses and an 
10 imago in accordance with said content signal on one 
screen * 

15* A communication control apparatus as set forth 
in claim 13, wherein said control means assigns a 
predetermined selection right to a communication 
15 apparatus and allows said communication apparatus 

assigned the selection right to designate said content 
signal . 

16. A communication control apparatus as set forth 
in claim 15, wherein said control means changes said 
20 communication apparatus assigned said selection right in 
accordance with a request from a communication apparatus . 

17 > A communication control apparatus as set forth 
in claim 15, wherein said control means transmits a 
signal for a display for specifying said cotamuaication 
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of communication apparatuses, 

18. A communication control apparatus as set forth 
in claim 13, wherein thfc signals received from said 
communication apparatuses are signals for displaying 

5 faces of users of the communication apparatuses* 

19. A communication control apparatus as set forth 
in claim 13, wherein said control means controls 
communication so as to transmit sound signals received 
from said plurality of communication apparatuses to said 

10 plurality of communication apparatuses . 

20. A communication control apparatus as set forth 
in claim 19, wherein, v/hen the signals received from said 
plurality of cocimunication apparatuses ara sound signals, 
said control means recognizes sounds indicated by the 

15 sound signals and controls coamnmication so as to 

transmit signals indicating the recognised sounds by text 
to said plurality of communication apparatuses. 

21- A communication control apparatus for 
transmitting signals for displaying images to a 

20 communication apparatus r comprising a control means for 
transmitting to said communication apparatus information 
for controlling c ommu n i c a t i on so as to display a 
plurality of images at positions on a screen of a display 
means of said cojmuunication apparatus corresponding to an 
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25 arrangamsftt of a plurality of operation buttons of an 

operation means of said communication apparatus and 
signals for displaying said plurality of images, 

22, A communication control apparatus as set forth 
in claim 21, wherein, when receiving an operation signal 

5 of an operation button of ©aid communication apparatus, 
said control means transmits to said communication 
apparatus an isaage relating to an image corresponding to 
said operation button specified by the operation signal, 

23. h cotmnunication control apparatus as set forth 
10 in claim 21, wherein said control means controls 

communication so that information indicating 
correspondence of said plurality of operation buttons and 
said plurality of images is displayed on said display 
means of said communication apparatus . 
1.5 24, A cowtunication control apparatus as set forth 

in claim 21, wherein said control means controls 
multipoint conaaunication performed using a plurality of 
communication apparatuses connected via communication 
lines* 
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20 25* H communication apparatus for multipoint 

communication with a plurality of other communication 
apparatuses via communication lines, comprising: 

a receiving <aeans for receiving first signals 
transmitted by said plurality of other communication 

25 apparatuses and a second signal indicating predetermined 
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advertising information and 

a signal processing means for processing for 
simultaneously displaying images in accordance with said 
■first signals and an image in accordance with said second 
5 signal , 

26, A communication apparatus for multipoint 
communication with a plurality of other eoinmimication 
apparatuses via communication lines f comprising? 

a receiving means for receiving first signals 
10 transmitted by said other plurality of coflanumication 

apparatuses and a second signal of a content designated 
by said communication apparatus; 

a display means; and 

a signal processing means for simultaneously 
15 displaying by said display means images in accordance 

with said first signals and an image in accordance with 
said second signal* 
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27. A communication control apparatus, comprising: 
a receiving means for receiving signals of a 
3 plurality of images together with display position 
instruction information; 

an operation aaeans comprising a plurality of 

operation buttons; 

a display means; and 
S a signal processing means for signal processing 
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so that said plurality of images are displayed at 
positions on a screen of said display means corresponding 
to an arrangement of said plurality of operation buttons 
based on said display position instruction information. 
5 28* A communication control apparatus as sot forth 

in claim 27 , vher^in said signal processing means 
displays information indicating correspondence of said 
plurality of operation buttons and said plurality of 
images on said display means based on said display 

10 position instruction information , 

29* A communication system for multipoint 
communication using a plurality of communication 
apparatuses via communication lines under control by a 
communication control apparatus / wherein i 

15 said communication control apparatus comprises 

a control means for controlling communication so as to 
transmit first signals received from said plurality of 
cooiflmnicat ion apparatuses and a second signal for 
providing predetermined advertising information to said 

20 plurality of eoanmun i c a t i on apparatuses; and 

said cojamunication apparatus comprises 
a display means and 

a signal processing moans for processing 
£0 to display images in accordance with said first 
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15 signals and an. image in accordance with said second 
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signal on one screen by a display means* 

30* A communication system for multipoint 
communication using a plurality of communication 
apparatuses via communication lines under control by a 
5 communication control apparatus , wherein: 

said communication control apparatus comprises 
a control means for controlling communication so as to 
transmit first signals received from said plurality of 
communication apparatuses and a second signal of a 
10 content designated by said communication apparatus to 
said plurality of communication apparatuses; and 
said communication apparatus comprises 
a display means and 

a signal processing means for processing 
15 so as to display images in accordance with said £irst 
signals and an image in accordance with said second 
signal on one screen by a display means . 

31* A communication system for multipoint 
communication using a plurality of communication 
20 apparatuses via communication lines under control by a 
communication control apparatus, wherein: 

said communication control apparatus comprises 
a control meana for transmitting display position 
instruction information and signals of a plurality of 
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5 images to said communication apparatus ; andt 

said comnunication apparatus comprises 

an operation msans comprising a plurality 
of operation buttons; 

a display means; and 
5 a signal processing aa^ans for signal 

processing so as to display said plurality of images in 
accordance with signals received from said communication 
control apparatus at positions on a screen o£ said 
display means corresponding to an arrangement of said 
10 plurality of operation buttons based on said display 
position instruction information received from said 
communication control apparatus*. 

32. A communication method for controlling 
multipoint communication utfing a plurality of 
15 communication apparatuses connected via communication 
lines, including the step of 

controlling coaimuni cation so as to transmit 
signals received ftom. said plurality of coraaumica t i on 
apparatuses and a signal for providing predetermined 
20 advertising information to said plurality of 
communication apparatuses < 
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33 . a communication method as set forth in claim 
32, including thcs stop of controlling communication so 
that said coicniunication apparatuses display images in 
25 accordance with signals received from sai<2 plurality of 
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communication apparatuses and a& image in accordance with 
the signal for providing said predetermined advertising 
information on one screen. 

34. A coESnunic&tion method as set forth in claim 
5 32, including the steps of determining a type of said 

advertising information to be provided in accordance Kith 
an instruction from a caiantun icat ion apparatus and 
controlling communication so that a signal for providing 
said advertising information of the determined kind is 
10 transmitted to said communication apparatuses. 

35 * A communication method as set forth in claim 

34, including tho stops of assigning a predetermined 
selection right to a communication apparatus and allowing 
that cotmaunication apparatus assigned the selection right 

lb to give said instruction. 

3$ . h c-ot^mun icat ion method as sot forth in claim 

35, including the step of changing said communication 
apparatus assigned said selection right in accordance 
with a request from a communication apparatus. 

20 37, A communication method as set forth in claim 

35, including the step of transmitting a signal for 
display for specifying said communication apparatus 
assigned said selection right to said plurality of 
communication apparatuses. 
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32, including the step of determining? wft^fcher or not to 
transmit a signal for providing said advertising 
information in accordance with an instruction from a 
communication apparatus, 

, 5 39, h communication method as set forth in claim 

32, wherein the signals received from said communication 
apparatuses are signals for displaying faces of users of 
the communication apparatuses* 

40. h communication method as set forth in claim 

10 39, including the step of controlling communication so 
that said communication apparatuses display a second 
image in accordance with said predetermined advertising 
information larger than first images in accordance with 
signals received from said plurality of communication 

I 5 apparatuses . 

41* A communication method as set forth in claim 
40, including the step of controlling cotmuunication so 
that said second image is displayed below said first 
images in a display screen of said communication 

20 apparatus;, 

42, A communication method as set forth in claim 
32, including the step of determining fees to be charged 
to users of said communication apparatuses for use of 
said multipoint communication in accordance with 
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25 provision of said: advertising information. 

43, it communication method as set fortb in claim 
32, including the step of controlling communication so as 
to transmit sound signals received from said plurality of 
communication apparatuses to said plurality of 

5 communication apparatuses. 

44, A coramun i c at ion method for controlling 
multipoint coflDBmnication using a plurality of 
communication, apparatuses connected via communication 
linos, including the step of 

10 controlling communication so as to transmit 

signal* received from said plurality of communication 
apparatuses and a content signal designated by a 
communication apparatus to said plurality of 
communication apparatuses - 

15 45* A communication method as sot forth in claim 

44, including the step of controlling communication so 
that said communication apparatuses display images in 
accordance with signals received from said plurality of 
communication apparatuses and an image in accordance with 

2 0 said content signal on ono screen* 
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46. A communication method as set forth in claim 
44, including the step of assigning a predetermined 
selection tight to a communication apparatus and allowing 
that communication apparatus assigned the selection right 
25 to designate said content signal * 



47, A communication method a& set forth in claim 
46 , including the step of changing said communication 
apparatus assigned said selection right in accordance 
with a request from said communication apparatus* 
5 48 h A communication method as set forth in claim 

46, including the Btvp of transmitting a signal for 
display for specifying &aid coauaunication apparatus 
assigned said selection right to said plurality of 
communication apparatuses * 

10 49. A communication method as set forth in claim 

44, wherein the signals received from aaid communication 
apparatuses: are signals for displaying faces of users of 
the communication apparatuses. 

BO, A cofttmuaicatioa method as set forth in claim 

15 44, including the step of controlling communication so as 
to transmit sound signals received from said plurality o£ 
communication apparatuses to said plurality of 
conrounication apparatuses , 
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51 * A cacmaunication method as set forth in claim 
20 50, including the step of, when the signals received from 
said plurality of communication apparatuses are sound 
signals , recognising sounds indicated by the sound 
signals and controlling communication so as to transmit 
signals indicating the recognised : ;:>unds by text to said 
25 plurality of communication apparatuses. 
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52 , A communication method for transmitting a 
signal for displaying an imags to a communication 
apparatus r including the step of transmitting to said 
communication apparatus information for controlling 
5 communication so as to display a plurality of images at 
positions on a screen of a display means of said 
communication apparatus corresponding to an arrangement 
of a plurality of operation buttons of an operation means 
of said communication apparatus and signals for 

10 displaying said plurality of images . 

53- A communication method as set forth in claim 
52, including the step of r when receiving an operation 
signal of an operation button of said cc^munication 
apparatus f transmitting to said communication apparatus 

15 as image relating to an imago corresponding to said 
operation button specified by the operation signal . 

S4. A communication method as sot forth in claim 
$2 , including the step of controlling communication so as 
to display information indicating correspondence of said 

20 plurality of operation buttons and said plurality of 
images on said display weans of said communication 
apparatus, 
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55 ♦ A communication method as set forth in claim 
52, including the step of controlling multipoint 
25 communication using a plurality of communication 



apparatuses connected via conaaunication lines* 

56. A eoamuni cation control apparatus for 
controlling multipoint communication using a plurality of 
communication apparatuses connected via communication 
5 line, comprising 

a control means for controlling communication 
so as to transmit first signals indicating pickup results 
of faces of us^rs of the communication apparatuses 
received fcom said plurality of communication apparatuses 
10 and second signals indicating pickup results in the 

directions of the users' perspectives to said plurality 
of communication apparatuses, 

57 - A commun ica t i on control apparatus as set forth 
in clai?a 56, wherein 
iS said control means controls coiaiaunication so 

that first images in accordance with said first signals 
and second images itt accordance with said second signals 
are displayed in correspondence oo one screen by said 
display means of said cojnatunication apparatus. 
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20 58. A communication apparatus for multipoint 

communication with a plurality of other coiisii.un.icat ion 
apparatuses via communication lines, comprising; 

a receiving slants for receiving signals; 
a display m^jans for display in accordance with 
25 said received signals ; 
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a first image pickup means ±or picking up an 
image of a face of a user of the communication apparatus; 

a second image pickup means for picking up an 
image in the direction of said user's perspective; and 
5 a transmission means for transmitting signals 

indicating the imago pickup results of said first image 
pickup means and said second image pickup means* 

59. A communication apparatus as set forth in claim 
58, wherein said display means displays first images in 

10 accordance with image pickup results of faces of users of 
said plurality of other caimnunication apparatuses and 
second images in accordance with imag* pickup results in 
the directions of the users' perspectives, 

60. A communication apparatus as sot forth in claim 
15 59, wherein said display weans displays said first images 

and said second images in correspondence on one screen. 

61. A communication method for Controlling 
multipoint coimaunication using a plurality of 
caaraumicatiott apparatuses connected via coOT&undcation 

20 lines, 
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including the step of controlling communication 
so as to transit first signals indicating imago pickup 
results of faces of users of the communication 
apparatuses received from said plurality of communication 
25 apparatuses and second signals indicating image pickup 



results in the directions of the users' perspectives to 
said plurality of communication apparatuses* 

62, A communication method as set forth in claim 
61 , inclttding the step of controlling communication so 
5 that first images in accordance with said first signals 
and second images in accordance wit J* said second signals 
are displayed in correspondence on one screen in said 
display means of said comaiunication apparatuses* 



